ANDY MIDDLEMISS AWARDED BEM 
NEW YEARS HONOURS LIST 2021
Thank you SO much, many, many Borderers, for your really kind words about my BEM. I am honoured, humbled and touched to be recognised by the remarkable lady, who I have worked for since I was 18 - HM The Queen- for doing something close to my heart, that is the care for and support of my fellow members of HM Forces, and crucially their families. This is an unexpected and marvellous honour, which is hard to put into words, but I am thrilled to be awarded this for the Perth and Kinross team of SSAFA volunteers. There are countless extraordinary volunteers out there, and I wish every one of them could get a BEM –they all deserve it.  I am but one in a big team- so this is for Team SSAFA. 
I joined SSAFA –The Armed Forces Charity- the day I left the army in 2000. Like many, I joined wanting to “put something back”- it sounds a cliché, but it’s 100% true. I was incredibly lucky with my career. I was honoured to work with countless fantastic Jocks in the Regiment, many of whom are lifelong friends, and have been amazing to me and my family especially in the summer of 2019 and since, when our Olly died.  I had a few scrapes in different parts of the world, but no life changing dramas. Plenty of others do though, and I felt I could help some of them working for SSAFA- The Armed Forces Charity.  
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I have held several roles in the charity, from Caseworker- the main reason I joined in the first place- to Branch Training Officer, to Branch Chairman, now on my second stint as that, to Regional Representative, East of Scotland, and I’ve helped run the last three Scotland wide conferences. I was thrilled and honoured when Perth and Kinross Branch was awarded a Queens Award for Voluntary Service in 2018- a group MBE for charitable team working . 
I was also thrilled when my wife, Jo, was awarded a MBE a year ago, for her unbelievable work in a little clinic in a very remote part of Ethiopia, for the last twelve years. She is the epitome of a servant leader – a giver not a taker, a doer, not a sitter on a sofa type person, and I have tried hard to emulate her example for 45 years! 
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WITH GRAND FATHER GEORGE’S WW1 MEDALS -
HE WAS A RAMC DOCTOR AT GALLIPOLI 

